SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
e No School: Fri, 1/15
and Mon, 1/18

e Jan. 14th is the end of
the 2nd quarter

e Scholastic Book Order
due Friday, 1/22
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It has been another
wonderful, yet busy
week in kindergarten.

I am hard at work on
report cards. The chil-
dren are making steady
progress and it is ex-
citing to see the many
children that are
starting to read!

Re-enrollment for
next school year is
quickly approaching. I
am so thankful to have
the opportunity to
serve your family here
at Forest Hills. T am
glad you have chosen
to be part of our
school community. I
pray that you continue
to grow with us next
year in first grade.
Please know that I am
available if you ever
have any questions or
concerns.

The Scholastic
book order was sent
home last Friday. I
would encourage fami-
lies to check your
home library for short
chapter books. We

have a quiet time each [

day in which I read
chapter books with the
children. They love
this time and look for-
ward fo it every day.
Chapter books make
great before bed read-
ing! These books also
provide the children
with a chance to de-
velop their listening
comprehension.

I am working on a
note about our remain-
ing field trips for the
school year. T am still
waiting on one place to
confirm our day and
time. Once I have that

confirmation, I will
send home this note
letting you know the
dates of all our fields
trip for the rest of
the year. That way,
you can make your cal-
endar and maybe re-
quest time of f work to
attend. Inorder to
provide the children
with wonderful experi-
ences, I am in need of
$5 from each family to
help offset some of
the cost. T understand
that times are hard
and I hope that this
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is not asking oo much. Please
bring the $5 to me in class no
later than January 29™. I
hope this provides families
with ample time; please see me

with any questions or concerns.

Due to festing and one-on-
one work with students this
week, we haven't had the op-
portunity to share our stories
from our Christmas break
books. After looking through
the books I have decided to
include them in your child's

ortfolio, which I will keep un-

il the end of the year. The

ork demonstrates tremen-
dous growth and should be
showcased with other writing
samples to show that improve-
ment. If you would like to
have your child share this
piece with you, T would encour-
age you to come by class at
morning drop off or afternoon
pick up to read this book with
your child.

The children are loving our
Daily 3 time of our literacy
block. This week we had some
extra time before one of our
specials and I decided to give
the children a chance to part-
ner read. I was impressed
with the thoughtfulness the

children were putting into this
time and how much they en-
Jjoyed reading together. So,
we have added a 4th compo-
nent of the Daily 5 to our lit-
eracy block routine. We have
started practicing read to
someone. This provides the
children with a chance to be-
come a better reader by work-
ing with a peer. They are de-
veloping their fluency and ac-
curacy through this time. The
children are anxious to add
the 5th component to our rou-
tine, which is listen to reading.
Once I feel they are independ-
ent on our 4th component, we
will try to add the 5th. The
children are becoming such
mature students and they have
a passion and desire to read!
It is so exciting!!l

Lastly, we have been talk-
ing in great lengths about play-
ground behavior and how we
treat one another at school. I
had morning recess duty this
week and T was delighted to
see the students getting along
and making good choices. We
have been talking about calling
names and teasing. We have
read a couple of stories to
help us understand how others
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We are becoming safe, responsible, and
respectful on the play!!

feel when someone says hurt-
ful things. The staff is work-
ing diligently on playground
rules to keep the children safe
and happy. Recess isisuch an
exciting time for the children
and a much needed release of
energy. I want them to be
safe, responsible, and respect-
ful on the playground, which is
what our classroom conversa-
tions are working to create.

I pray everyone has a rest-
ful and relaxing long weekend.
I will see everyone on Tuesday
next week!

Blessings,
Mrs. Heldt
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