Dear & Grade Families,

| am very excited for the start of the new schaedry especially walking with your children in
their final year here at FHLS. This year tfegsaders will have me once again for math and
literature, but also for religion and memory. Inied to inform all of you of how these new
classes will be run, as well as some new thingpéwipg in the classroom.

Religion
| believe this class will be one of the most impattclasses thé"8raders take this year because

for many of them it will be the last religion clabey will take. We will be studying the New
Testament this year, looking at the life of Chastl the history of the early church. However,
we will also be doing many things in religion thétl be preparing the%graders spiritually for
high school. This will involve many life applicah lessons throughout the year, as well as a
year-long independent morning devotion process knasvLectio Divina.

Memory
For memory this year, there will be a section av tf Scripture each month that will need to be

memorized. The passages of Scripture will nedzktoecited to me before the end of the month.
It is their responsibility to take the initiative immake this deadline. If memory is late, they will
lose their recess until it is said, and each weeklate will cause a 10% deduction.

Math
Although the & grade class is split into two different groups;tegroup will be operated the

same. Our math class will consist of three padtaily assignments, which will be worth 45% of
the overall grade, will be given on the topic dissed in class. All assignments will need to be
completed in their math notebook, which will beittggaph paper notebook. Any late daily
assignments will be docked 10% each day it isdatéwill not be accepted after the chapter test.
Tests will be given at the end of each chaptelh s@veral days of review preceding it. The tests
will also be worth 45% of the overall grade. Ihs®one struggles on a test, they will get an
opportunity to retake the test. Their final scfanethe test will be an average of the two scores.
However, it is thendividual student’s responsibility to schedule the retake with me, whether it
be at lunch, after school, etc. The third partlass, which will be worth 10% of the grade, is
class presentations. These are new to math tiessgetar. At the start of each class, three or fou
problems from the homework assignment the nightrdeefvill be presented to the class by the
students. For each two week period, each studdrienasked to present at least two problems
to the class. A class presentation consists ofragpuop to the whiteboard, showing the work they
did on the problem, and walking the class throdghgrocess of arriving at the answer. This will
be very beneficial to everyone. It will show meahmuch they truly understand the concepts, it
will allow the rest of the class to hear a peera@xpthe concept, and it will help the presenter
become more comfortable talking in front of othe@n top of this, they say the best way to fully
understand something is to teach it, and the stadeii get that opportunity to teach each other.

Literature
For literature this year, thé"&raders will be out of the textbook they had {astr and into

novels. The plan for the year is to work our waiptigh one book per quarter in class starting
with S.E. Hinton’sThe Outsiders. One thing that | find very important when reagthrough
and studying a book is to be able to mark diffeteimtgs and highlight in the book. For this



reason, | am asking that each book we read in bas®ught. This way the book is theirs to
keep which leaves them free to mark or highlighttlimg they need to in it. The way the books
will be purchased is the school will order the b®akd your school account will be charged for
the amount, which will be around $10 per book oerage. If you happen to already own a copy
of a book we will be studying, let me know and llvmake sure your account is not charged.

Along with literature, once again, comes book régoiThese will be run just like last year.

Each student will be required to do one book repertquarter. There will be required to read
one book from four different genres throughoutybar, however they will be able to choose the
order they read them in. They will also be requit@ do four different types of book report
throughout the year on the different books thegreghe different genres and book report types
will be presented to the students in class initis¢ Week, and the forms handed out to them will
also be found on my classroom website.

Vocab
8™ grade Vocab class will be run the same way it madast year when they wer® graders.

Vocab class will meet once a week (Wednesdays)itamtl take 2 weeks to work through each
unit in the book. The first week, the unit in th@ok will be due and corrected in class. The
second week, a spelling test will be given on tloeds in the unit as well as a separate vocab
test. The vocab test will consist of multiple deqguestions dealing with the definitions of the
words, synonyms and antonyms, and using the wardssentence. The only units that will not
be tested are the review units. Those units wil{y take one week to work through.

New Features
There are several other new features in my classicam very excited about that th8 graders

will have access to. First, there is a new CDalikpin my classroom full of the latest in
Christian music. The"8graders will have the opportunity to check CD’$ foam this library
throughout the year.

The other new feature is the opportunity to cheeklgs online. In the first week or two of
school, the 8 graders will have the opportunity to learn hovataess their grades online. After
this, you will receive a sheet showing how you aaoess them as well. On this website, you
will be able to check the grade in the classesyedksas any missing assignments your child may
have. More information on this to come.

Thank you so much for being a part of our schouwiilia If you ever have any questions or
concerns for me, my information is below. The lvesys to contact me is my e-mail or my cell
phone if it is something that requires immediaterdton. | would like to know the best ways to
contact you as well. If you could fill out the ¢ant sheet accompanying this, that would be
great. Thank you once again. Itis going to lpeemt year.

Terry Plucknett

e-mail — plucknettt@fhls.org cell — (253) 350-8783



